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public favour is liable to public animadversion. It may be
added, however, that critical like legal justice should be
dealt out in exact proportion to offence, and not without
regard to private character, especially when the interests of
a blameless female are at stake. The severity even of
Roman justice allowed exclusive privileges to the vestal.
But the headlong author of the playhouse articles in your
paper, Sir, makes no distinction in his usage of the aban-
doned wanton who seeks the stage as an asylum, when
her vices have disqualified her for every other way of life,
and the girl of unsullied manners who becomes an actress
through the hope of deriving creditable support from her
profession. Surely two characters so discriminated might
expect an opposite treatment. The first has, probably,
lulled those sensibilities which are tremblingly awake in
the second. Not driven by necessity from one trade to
the exercise of another, and therefore unhardened by
degrees to censure, such a one feels, severely feels, every
sting of reproach, and is agonised by the paragraph or
critique which a hackneyed appendage to the scenes would
peruse without emotion.

c Nor does this cruel mode of passing a premature sen-
tence on the disciples of the drama operate only against
their private happiness. A degree of self-confidence is
necessary toward every undertaking; but, when juvenile
performers are completely humbled in their own estimation
their solicitude for improvement is at an end. Let me ask
our critic what his own feelings would suggest were he of
this forlorn hope, and compelled to represent at night the
very character in which he had been condemned without
mercy in one of our morning papers. Must not then an
innocent girl suffer yet more exquisitely from the same dis-
tress ? Will she not think she hears the enemy's voice in
every casual sound that disturbs the theatre, and find her
powers irrecoverably blasted by the dread of yet more
forcible disapprobation ? Is there (I appeal to your own
breast, Mr. Woodfall) anything so mean, so vile as
triumph over a defenceless, unoffending woman ? The
money, in short, received by hirelings for exposing defects in
a set of people whose subsistence depends on their favour